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ments he was able to show that blood from the intestine passes by the hemor¬ 
rhoidal veins into the vena cava without passing through the liver. 

Concerning the absorption of bile pigment from the meconium, the author 
has shown by experiments upon dogs that, when bile was injected into the 
rectum, in all cases the bile-pigment appeared in the urine and the hemor¬ 
rhoidal veins showed evidence of staining. 

The conditions of urinary excretion are also important, for it is evident 
that when little urine is passed in the early days of life the system is imper¬ 
fectly relieved of the bile pigments. 


A Case of Trismus and Tetanus Neonatorum. 

Baginsky ( Berliner klinische Wochenschrifl, 1895, No. 7) records a case 
under this title in a strong, well-nourished female infant nine days old, who 
had been ill for twenty-four hours. The case was submitted to antitoxin 
treatment according to the method of Behring and Kitasato, six injections 
being given over a period of four days. Death occurred upon the fifth day 
of the disease. Cultures of serum from the navel made on the second day 
of the disease showed the tetanus bacillus, and produced in a mouse typical 
tetanus and rapid death. 

A Case of Blenorrhagic Arthritis in a Newborn Infant. 

Haushalter ( Congrls de Medicine interne de Bordeaux, Revue mens, dcs 
Mai. de VEnfance, October, 1895) adds a new case to the few already reported 
in which arthritis was associated with a purulent ophthalmia in a newborn 
child. The right knee and left wrist were the joints involved; the knee was 
more severely affected and was the seat of an abundant affection which con¬ 
tained polynuclear leucocytes, and showed the presence of the gonococcus. 

According to the author this is the eleventh case of the kind reported. 
[Vignaudon (Revue mens, des Mai. de rEnfance, May, 1895), in a paper 
written before January, 1894, gives the notes of twelve cases following oph¬ 
thalmia collected from the literature, and eleven cases following vulvo-vagi- 
nitia, including two observations of his own.j A study of the cases shows 
that there is no connection between the development of the arthropathy and 
the abundance of the ocular suppuration. In the great majority of cases 
gonorrhoeal rheumatism in the newborn is mono-articular or oligo-articular; 
the knee is almost constantly involved, much more frequently than with 
older children or with the adult. The general condition is little affected and 
fever is habitually absent. The duration is scarcely more than a month, and 
cure results without deformity. 

The Appearance of Bacteria in the Intestine of the Newborn 
before Feeding is Begun. 

Schild {Zeilschrift f. Hygiene und Infectionskrank., 1895, Bd. xix. S. 113) 
presents an interesting study of the bacteriology of the meconium of fifty new¬ 
born infants. Specimens were taken aseptically from the rectum at various 
intervals after birth, but before any form of nourishment was administered. 
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Under these conditions it was found that the meconium, Bterile at birth, be¬ 
came infected at the end of four hours in the earliest instances, and not later 
than twenty hours in any of the cases, the average time being between the 
tenth and seventeenth hours of life. The following microbes were encoun¬ 
tered : the porcelan-eoccus of Eacherich, the liquefying fluorescent bacillus, 
the non-liquefying fluorescent bacillus, the bacillus Bubtilis, the colon bacil¬ 
lus, the proteus, and a bacillus which the author was unable to classify. It 
is interesting to note that the bacillus coli communis was found very infre¬ 
quently, and the bacterium lactis aerogenes was never found, thus confirming 
Escherich’s earlier studies of the meconium. 

Under the conditions of the observations the mode of infection was directly 
by way of the anus and rectum. The author shows that micro-organisms 
accidentally introduced into the mouth and swallowed with the saliva take 
more than twenty-four hours to reach the meconium, and then require several 
hours to multiply in this culture medium. On the other hand, the microbic 
flora of the peri-anal region appeared several hours before the infection ot 
the meconium and embraced the varieties later observed in the rectum. 
This observation is conclusively proven by the fact that in three cases after 
disinfection and antiseptic dressing of the peri-anal region the meconium 
remained Bterile for twenty hours. As sources of this infection the author 
mentions the water of the bath, in which, beside innumerable other microbes, 
the seven varieties above named were found; the air of the lying-in chamber, 
in which four of the seven varieties were recognized. The linen and vaginal 
secretions of the mother do not seem to play any part in this connection 
except in very rare instances. 

Dysenteric Lesions following Measles. 

Meslay and Jolly (Revue memudlc da Maladia dt VEnfana, August, 
1895, p. 370) report the cases of four children suffering from measles admitted 
within a short period to the Hdpital Trousseau; the disease in each case was 
complicated with a diarrhoea characterized by mucous and bloody stools; all 
four children died with broncho-pneumonia. At the autopsy, apart from the 
pulmonary lesions which seemed to have been the immediate cause of death, 
there was found ulceration of the sigmoid flexure and rectum absolutely 
analogous to those of a true dysentery, but with small follicular ulcers ex¬ 
tending even to the small intestine, and in the most aggravated case far up 
in the small gut. Rilliet and Barthez have described a form of dysenteric 
diarrhoea as occurring under their observation twice after measles and four 
times after variola, but in none of these cases did the ulceration of the intes¬ 
tinal mucosa compare with that in one of the cases here recorded, which is 
approached only by a case of ulcerous colitis reported by Worthington 
(British Medical Journal , November 30, 1889). 

It may be added that such an intestinal complication adds greatly to the 
gravity of the prognosis of a broncho-pneumonia occurring under these con¬ 
ditions. 



